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WhyAlger?
I am confident in President Alger's integrity
and his vision for JMU BY ROSEMARY GIRARD c·1s)
As the Convo filled with
guests, I sat in my seat awaiting the inauguration of JMU's
sixth president. It was the
same place I had sat as a
rather lost freshman during
1787 Orientation two years
ago, and it was the same
place I performed the annual
"FROG dance" for new freshmen last year. Both of those
events were full of hope and
promise. Ushering in the new
incoming class is a substantial
thing. As I looked around the
Convo on March 15, I felt an overwhelming
sense of exception. I was in the company
of Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell, former
JMU Presidents Ronald E. Carrier and Linwood H. Rose, my professors, my peers,
alumni and JMU legends.
I flashed back to my freshman year
when Mr. Alger was selected as JMU's
president, and to this past summer as I
read articles about him. The more I read,
the more excited I became for his vision
for JMU. I felt that he had already captured
the spirit of being a JMU Duke. One of the
first photos I saw of President Alger was a
snapshot of him doing the "J-M-U Dukes"
cheer at Summer Springboard. His credentials are, of course, outstanding - but to
connect so quickly with an entire community also takes a warm and inviting spirit.
As a double major in writing, rhetoric
and technical communication, and communication studies, I have gained a particular interest in speechwriting. After toying
with the idea of working with President
Alger's staff on his written works, I completed an internship before I contacted the
Office of the President. I considered my
inquiry to be a shot in the dark. I sincerely
thought that whoever was in charge of
assisting the president with his speeches
would be far too busy to respond. A few
weeks after my inquiry, I received an email
from President Alger's administrative
assistant that read: "Mr. Alger does not
have a speechwriter, ... However, he would
like to meet with you."
President Alger would be taking time
out of his jam-packed schedule to meet
with me? I had to re-read the email!
Responding to a young volunteer is a true
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at the Museum of Fine
Arts in Richmond, Va. My
answer to "Why Madison"
is simple: "Why Not?" My
daughter, Megan ('10), and
I look forward to being on
campus March 15 for the
inauguration. My very best
wishes to you.'
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- KAREN WOOD GRIZZARD ('76)

testament to President Alger's desire to
get to know students. During our meeting he asked me quite a bit about myself,
where I grew up, my JMU activities and
my academic interests. He shared some
information about himself, and then we
discussed what work I could do for him
In January I began to attend meetings
with President Alger and staff members
who were in charge of researching and
writing his inauguration speech. I was in
awe of President Alger's intelligence. Yet
his humility was equally notable.
I was excited to use my experience
to research potential anecdotes for the
inaugural address, and I copyedited early
drafts. I also edited and condensed first
drafts of various articles that are published
on the president's webpage including
reflections from the "Why Madison?"
Presidential Listening Tour and President
Alger's remarks from the 2012-13 opening
staff meeting.
I have been inspired by President Alger's
vision for JMU's future. He wants JMU to
serve as a national model of the "Engaged
University" that is not only engaged in
ideas, but engaged in the world. He wants
to take JMU's academics further on the
national stage, yet he wants to maintain
the student and professor relationships
that students so highly value, and cling
tightly to JMU professors' love of teaching.
I am confident in President Alger's brilliance, his integrity and his vision. He spent
countless hours on a listening tour hearing the answers to "Why Madison?" Now
the JMU community has captured, "Why
Alger?" The spirit of Madison and the leadership of President Alger are two complementary facets of our future. ffl
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'As a graduate with a master's in counseling education, I have been able to
send students to James
Madison with the conviction that they will benefit
as I did from attending a
large and active university with a unique flavor of
down home concern. May
you have the vision, courage, integrity and stamina
to continue the journey of
excellence established by
your predecessors.'
- C. L. ANDERSON ('60)

'Welcome to our JMU family! I feel that everyone at
JMU will flourish under your
leadership. I am excited
for the years ahead as you
"Make Your Mark on Madison." Enjoy your special
day. Go Dukes!'
- TRUDY HARRISON HAM, JMU Office of the Regis-
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